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[IN DEFENSE
\OF DENTURISTS!

“Denturists lose fight to sell cheaper dentures!” “Denturist clinics
to be closed hecause they are hreaking the law!” “‘Dental technologist
advisory committee warns of dangers of unqualified technicians
fitting teeth without supervision!” |

A CHALLENGE

T'he foregoing statements appeared in news-
papcrs and on ncwscasts on radio and tele-
vision stations throughout the province on
Wednesday, October 8th. They svere hased
on statements made by the Mioister of
Health in an interview with a reporter in
Foronto the previous day. Emanating as
they have from the office of this Minister,

~ they constitute a challenge as to this Sacie-

ty's claimis respecting the qualifications and
cthics of all members of the Penturist So-
cicty of Ontario - - a challenge which we
cannot and will not ignore!

We wish to make it very clear at the outset,
however, that in our response to this chal-
lenge, we will refrain from attacking any
individual. Our primary concern is to speak
of the 1ssues and to avoid being drawn into
pointless confrontations.

THE DENTURIST SOCIETY

The Denturist Society is not comprised of
“16 or 17 technicians with some training
and another 50 or so with no qualifications
at all”. More than 200 dental technicians are
currentlvy registered as members of this
Socicty, all of whom have been in practice
-some for several decades.
A dental technician, applying for member-
ship tn this Seciety has to show proof of
being in practice for a minimum of 6 years
and to provide documentation of his being
fully trained in all aspects of dental tech.
nology. Additionally, cach member, regard.
less of certificates or diplomas attesting to
previous training or qualifications, is re-
quired to attend all educational seminars
and courses sponsored by this Seciety and
must complete written, oral and practical
examinations sct by the Denturist Society’s
Examining Board. Each member must be
fully covered by Professional Liability Mal-

for muany yeuars

practice Insurance before being permitted
to deal directly with the public and must
also submit to regular and systematic in-
spcetions of his place of business by repre-
sentatives of this Seciety in order to cnsure
that acceptable standards are being observ-
ed and maintained.

IN THE MATTER OF
QUALIFICATIONS

Aside from the very substantial support of
the public for continuation of our services,
what better proof of qualifications could
there be than an admission by the dental
profession contained in a news rclease cir-
culated to the mass media on Qctober 30,
1972. The Omntario Dental Association
stated in their relcase that “nearly half of
all the dental laboratories in Ontario have
abandoned services to the profession” and
further predicted that *this shortage of
technicians will become greater if the pro-
posed Dental Technologist Act is passed’.

The dental profession press release reveal-
ed two things: firstly, that there is no mys-
tery concerning the source of our member-
ship. The men and women who owned and
operated the dental laboratories that have
“abandoned services to the dental profes-
sion”, constitute the rank and file of this
Socicty and thereforc may not be said to
have *‘no qualifications at all”. Sccondly, it
indicates the overriding concern of the Un-
tario Dental Association, as it is now being
publicly admitted that, denied the services
of these men and women who are now
members of the PDenturist Society, they (the
profession) are incapable of doing the work
themselves.

This s, perhaps, as it should be. The pri-
mary concern of practicing dentists should
not be centred on the replacement of natus-
al teeth with dentures or other prosthetic

devices, but should be wholly taken up with
prevention, detection and treatment of dis-
ease which, in the long run would eliminate
the need for denturcs.

IN THE MATTER OF
COOPERATION

We have stated on numerous occasions,
both publicly and privately, that we are
prepared to cooperate fully with the Min-
ister of Health and the government in the
matter of Bill 203, 'This is still our position.
In order for our cooperation to be meaa-
ingful, however, we belicve that it enfails
something more than our merely acquicse-
ing to decisions which have been made
without any consultation with this Society.
We believe it to be untenable for us to co-
operate in situations and under circums-
stances which we hnld to be hostile to our
concerns and rccommendations. Rightly or
wrongly, this was our assessment respect-
ing the Dental Technologist Advisory Com-
mittee before whom we refused to appear
without representation an that Committee
from the Denturist Society.

AN IMPORTANT
CONSIDERATION

We are convinced that every legislator is
cognizant of the fact that any legislation
granting rccognition to a new profession
has never come into being without, at the
same time, rccognizing those who have al-
ready been practicing in that particuflar
field. be it law, medicine, or a host of others,
Should it be any different for dentorists?
Is it not unrcasonable to expect that there
should be somc means of assessing and
qualifying our members. many of whom
have been working in this {icld for many
vears?

RECOMMENDATIONS

Notwithstanding the public’s overwhelm.
ing acceptance of the type and quality of
services provided by denturists in the more
than 90 denture clinies operated by mem-
bers of the Society throughout the provincec,
we are NOT asking for blanket recognition
under a so-called grandfather clause.

This Socicty, through a Sclect Committce,
has been ncgotiating for more than a year
with a Community College, in cfforts to
mount both a short-term and long-term
course of studies {or denturists, Tt is our
belicf that a short-termy course designed to
up-grade, where nccessary, the skills,
knowledge, and ability of demturists cur-
rently in practice, would lay to rest any
arguments against rccognition as it would
assure that all who successfully complete
the course and pass examinations based on
the proposed course content will be able
to mcet acceptable standards of education
and training.

IN THE MATTER OF
PUBLIC SUPPORT

Throughout the last two vears, the Dentur-
ist Socicty, through its members, has pro-
vided fully acceptable denture services to
many peoplc in Ontario. We arc firmly
committed to the belief that it is in the
best interest of the public for these services
to be continued. If it is vour wish for the
current situation to he resolved in favour
of the demturists, we would urge you to con-
tinue your finc support for our cfforts.

Please continuc to write or phone your
Member of the Legislative Assembly of
Ontario expressing your support for our
efforts to sccure legislative recognition.

If you require the name and address of your Member of the Provincial Parliament please feel free to phone or write:

THE DENTURIST SOCIETY OF CNTARIO

50 PRINCE ARTHUR AVENUE,
'SUITE 104,
TORONTO 180, ONTARIO.

Phone: (416) 920-0748

of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Y DN



